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Read our customer guideNow, for the first time, a pocket version of the JPS Hebrew-English

TANAKH is available, with the same text and number of pages as the standard edition. Although

smaller, the letters, Hebrew vowels, and cantillation marks are crisp and clear. Fitting easily into a

backpack or briefcase, this pocket edition will appeal to students and others who need a lightweight,

compact version of the popular JPS Hebrew-English Bible. The sturdy coated paper cover,

embossed in black with gold lettering, will stand up well, even with heavy use.
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The Tanakh, an edition of the Holy Scriptures of Judaism, put out by the Jewish Publication Society

(JPS), now has a dual-language edition (Hebrew and English), which is incredibly useful for

scripture study.The word Tanakh consists of the first letters of the words denoting the three sections

of the text: the Torah (the Law), consisting of the first five books; the Nevi'im (the Prophets), which

includes major and minor prophets, as well as some of the history books; and the Kethuvim (the

Writings), which consists of poetry, wisdom literature, stories and eschatological literature, and

some further history books.The Tanakh is not simply a new translation of the Christian Old

Testament. Indeed, most Christian readers would be surprised at the differences inherent in the

Tanakh. For one thing, the ordering of the books in the Tanakh is different from the order in the

Christian Old Testament. The intent behind the differing order demonstrates one of the key

differences in focus of Judaism and Christianity. The ordering of the Old Testament, with the minor



prophets, and their call to repentance and future deliverance of the people of Israel by God, is

anticipatory of the Messianic age, and hence provide a `run-up' to the New Testament. Obviously,

Judaism does not have the same focus toward Jesus. Thus, the conclusion of the Tanakh leads to

the return from exile, the restoration of the people of Israel to the land of promise, and the return of

the worship of God to the appointed place, the Temple.Also, the chapter/verse division is somewhat

different. This can be seen in side-by-side comparison with other English Bible translations, but also

becomes apparent in comparison with other Jewish editions.
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